THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

as on the sword. Or in those black days which followed
the closing of communications with Catalonia, or after our
loss of Barcelona, when the Press raised the morale of the
civil population and of the army in a most intelligent way,
without forgetting that there were papers like El Syn-
dicalista which lived through the last months of the War,
making one prayer to God, and another to the devil.
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This torpid use of niggardly propaganda not only
reduced our own fighting strength, but spoilt our chances
of help from outside. Just as serious was the harm done by
our absolute lack of a Secret Service. What was there to
justify the absence of this Service? Lack of understanding?
Lack of intelligence? Either of these, or both. The one
thing that cannot be argued in excuse is that there was not
enough money, since it is well known that throughout the
war money was thrown away on all sides without any
administrative control, particularly during the period in
office of Senor Negrin. The mistake was made in the first
place of giving the soldiers a daily wage of ten pesetas,
apart from food and clothing. This was in the ranks of the
People's Army, since in the Assault Guard and in the
Carabineers the daily wage of a soldier was fifteen pesetas,
though there was nothing to justify this increase. Thus
during the last period of the War the wages of the troops
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